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Welcome. 

Mainstream comics have been increasingly open to experimenting with diversity in 
sexuality, race, gender, and disability. Marvel has a new Muslim woman superhero; 
“traditionally” straight superheroes have been coming out in new universes/
continuities; and disability often crosses over into hyperability. However, many of 
these experiments in diversity have been limited or problematic, and have at times 
generated controversy. Alternative and independent comics, from the underground 
comix scene on, have long been a space for writers and artists to depict diverse 
characters who do not fit into the narrow mold of the straight, white, cissexual, 
neurotypical, and able-bodied male hero.

The analysis of diversity and representation in comic books is an integral and 
growing part of Comics Studies. Works of scholarship like Adilifu Nama’s Super 
Black: American Pop Culture and Black Superheroes (2011), Sheena C. Howard and 
Ronald L. Jackson II’s Black Comics: Politics of Race and Representation (2013), 
José Alaniz’s Death, Disability and the Superhero: the Silver Age and Beyond, and 
Joseph J. Darowski’s X-Men and the Mutant Metaphor: Race and Gender in the 
Comic Books (2014) are significant for their insightful exploration of issues of race, 
gender, sexuality and disability in comics, and for broadening the discourse in the 
field. This conference seeks to interrogate the representation of marginalized groups 
in comics and related media. 

Thank you for joining us in this endeavor.

Sincerely,

Najwa H. Al-Tabaa
Conference Organizer
President, Graduate Comics Organization

The Graduate Comics Organization would like to sincerely thank our former faculty 
adviser and ImageTexT’s Founder and General Editor, Dr. Don Ault, who retired from 
the University of Florida this year. We are very grateful to Dr. Ault for his many years 
of service, his integral role as Founding Editor and for his work as General Editor for 
the past 11 years. His stewardship has shaped ImageTexT into the quality journal it is 
today and helped GCO put on innovative and quality comics conferences year after 
year. 

Dr. Ault’s teaching, scholarship, and university service have been instrumental in 
developing comics studies as a discipline at UF and across the country. He has been 
an inspiration and valued mentor to many, and his contributions to the Department of 
English will certainly outlive his tenure. 

Dr. Ault and a team of faculty and graduate students (with generous University of 
Florida support) published the inaugural issue of ImageTexT in 2004, following the 
2002 “Will Eisner Symposium,” which was the first UF Conference on Comics and 
Graphic Novels. ImageTexT has been a UF institution ever since, and we are proud to 
be continuing Dr. Ault’s legacy. 

We hope that you will all join us in celebrating Don’s years of scholarship and service.
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Friday, April 10th

11:00 am - 
11:20 am

Registration and Refreshments 

11:20 am - 
11:30 am

Opening Remarks

11:30 am - 
1:10 pm

Race, Women, Power, Marvel
Moderator: Melissa Loucks, 

University of Florida

“We Are Who We Choose To Be...”: 
Sadistic Choices, Forking Paths, 
and the Rejection of Narrative 

and Social Progress in Superhero 
Comics and Films 
(Eric Berlatsky, 

Florida Atlantic University) 

Hysteria: Women’s Power, Sexuality 
and Insanity in Comics  (Laura Diaz 
De Arce, Florida Atlantic University) 

Female Representation in Comics 
Redefined: Women of Color as 

Shown in the New Ms. Marvel and 
Serenity Comic Series 

(Margaret Ann Robbins, 
University of Georgia)

How New Is the New Ms. Marvel? 
Kamala Khan and the Female 

Adolescent as the Reluctant Hero 
(Jessica Baldanzi, Goshen College) 

1:20 pm - 
2:40 pm 

Her Own Heroine: Feminism and 
Diversity in the Comic Book 

Industry
Moderator: 

Patricia B. Worrall, 
University of North Georgia 

Conforming, Constricting, and 
Controlling: A Superwoman 

Confronting Her Universe (Veronica 
Harris, University of North Georgia)

Who am I?: Analyzing the Constrained 
Identity of Rogue 

(Yeni Bolanos, 
University of North Georgia) 

Kamala Khan: A Heroine for the 
Modern Age (Rachel Andrews, 
University of North Georgia)

2:50 pm - 
4:10 pm 

Diversifying Comics
Moderator: Terry Harpold, 

University of Florida

The End of Comic Geeks: Comics Fan 
Identity in an Age of Diversity 

(Aaron Kashtan, Miami University, Ohio)

Overcoming Accessibility Issues in 
Diversity-Centric Comic Book Research 
(Edd Schneider and Roxana Palmer, 

University of South Florida)

Visual Bibliotherapy and the Graphic 
Novel: Mirroring the Needs of the 

Marginalized (Peter Cannon, Roxanna 
Palmer, and Edd Schneider, 
University of South Florida)
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Friday, April 10th Continued...

4:20 pm - 
5:40 pm      

Identity in Transnational & 
Multi-ethnic Comics

Moderator: Anuja Madan, 
University of Florida

From Gang Girl to Punk to 
Curandera: Chicana Consciousness 
as Embodied by Izzy Ortiz in Jamie 

Hernandez’s Locas 
(Melissa Coss Aquino, 

CUNY Bronx Community College)

All the Things We Want to Be: 
Cartooning, Latinidad, and the 
Borderlands (Jarod Rosell, 
University of South Florida) 

“Computer se Bhi Tej Chalta Hai”: 
Pran’s Chacha Chaudhary and 

Comic Book Fan Culture in India 
(Catherine Thomas, 

Jindal Global Law School, Haryana)

6:00 pm - 
7:30 pm

Dinner (on your own)

7:30 pm - 
9:00 pm

Keynote Lecture
by Dr. Sheena C. Howard

in Ustler Atrium

9:00 pm - 
10:00 pm

Reception in Ustler Atrium

Saturday, April 11th

8:30 am - 
9:00 am

Registration and Breakfast 
(provided) 

9:00 am - 
11:00 am

Creative Workshop: 
“Tell Your Story” 

with Comics Artist Leela 
Corman 

11:15 am - 
12:35 pm

Required Reading: Diversity and 
the Graphic Novel

Moderator: Laurie Gries, 
University of Florida 

“I Just Don’t Know if You’re Right 
for Her”: Gene Luen Yang, Adrian 
Tomine, and Asian-American Men’s 

Internalized Racism 
(Justus Humphrey, 

Penn State Harrisburg) 

“Ventilation of the Heart” in 
Marjane Satrapi’s Embroideries: 

Discussion as Narrative Place (Maite 
Urcaregui, 

University of Colorado Boulder)

Playing Social Justice Warrior: 
Critiquing the Avatar in Cory 

Doctorow and Jen Wang’s In Real 
Life (Anastasia Salter, 

University of Central Florida) 

12:35 pm - 
1:30 pm

Lunch (Provided)
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Saturday, April 11th Continued...

1:30 pm - 
2:50 pm 

Undergraduate Panel: Disability 
in the Comics of the Edgerton 

Collection 
Moderator: Jason Tondro, 
College of Coastal Georgia 

Psychedlic/Cinematic: Changing 
Perceptions of Nick Fury (Nichole 

Herrin, College of Coastal Georgia)

Oracle or Batgirl: Barbara Gordon’s 
Journey of Self-Discovery (Leianna 
DeBoe, College of Coastal Georgia)

‘For Leah’: The Secret History of 
Hawkeye #19 

(Oreon Jackson, 
College of Coastal Georgia) 

3:00 pm - 
4:20 pm 

Disabled Bodies: Representing 
Disability in Visual Media
Moderator: Kayley Thomas, 

University of Florida 

Seen But Not Heard: Hawkeye, Comics, 
and Disability (Natalie Sheppard, 

University of New Orleans) 

When They’re at Home: The Dotted Line 
Between Super-Abilities and Disabilities 
(Asmaa Ghonim, University of Florida)

“Everyone but Me Seems to 
Be Growing:” Ben, Laura, and 

Representations of Disability in Craig 
Thompson’s Blankets 

(William Nesbitt, Beacon College)

4:30 pm - 
5:50 pm 

Invisible Men and Women: Race and 
Representation in Genre Comics

Moderator: Jaquelin Elliott, 
University of Florida

At Home on the Range? Forgotten 
Cowboys in the American Comic Book 

West (Christopher Hayton, 
Florida State University) 

Race, Gender and the Concept of 
Women in Dystopian Genre 
(Tyra Oldham, LANDSDS – 

LAND Sustainable Development 
Solutions) 

EC vs. the USA: Race, Nation, and 
Universal History in ‘Judgment Day’ and 

‘An Eye for an Eye’ 
(Phillip Wegner, University of Florida) 

6:00 pm - 
7:30 pm 

Dinner (on your own)

7:30 pm - 
9:00 pm

Keynote Lecture
Monstrosity, Disability, Visuality 

in Comics 
by Dr. Jose Alaniz 
in Ustler Atrium 

9:00 pm - 
10:00 pm

Reception in Ustler Atrium
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Sunday, April 13th

8:30 pm - 
9:00 am

Breakfast (provided) 

9:00 pm - 
10:20  am

Representation in Anime & Manga
Moderator: Katherine Shaeffer, 

University of Florida

“The Existence of Emotion is Nothing 
but a Burden:” Emotional Repressions 
as (Re)presentations of Psychological 
Disorders in Anime and Manga” (Kathy 

Nguyen, Texas Woman’s University)

Queer Cooking: Fumi Yoshinaga and 
Queer Existence in Modern Japan 

(Andrew John Smith, 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania) 

Yamete Kudasai! Romanticized 
Rape, Humiliated Homosexuality: A 

Deconstruction of Patriarchal Values 
in Yaoi and Gay Manga 
(Janardana Hayton, 

Florida State University) 

10:30 am - 
12:10 pm

Love in the Margins
Moderator: Megan Fowler, 

University of Florida  

The ‘Banalisation of Homosexuality’: 
Political engagement, Queer Desire and 
sentimental Romance in Julie Maroh’s 
Blue Is the Warmest Color (Sarah 

Richardson, University of Melbourne) 

The Queer Language of Comics: Visual 
Narrative and Marginalized Experience 
in How Loathsome (Ashley Manchester, 

University of Florida)

Queer Heroes: The Objectification 
and Marginalization of Homosexual 
Characters in Superhero Comics 

(Joseph Willis, 
University of Nottingham) 

“A Thin Line Between the Inside and the 
Outside”: HIV and Graphic Life Writing 
(Jordana Greenblatt, York University) 

12:20 pm - 
1:40 pm

Queerness and (In)visibility
Moderator: Ashley Manchester, 

University of Florida

“Trouble or Pleasure”: The 
Problematic Representation of John 
Constantine’s Bisexuality (Spencer 
Chalifour, University of Florida)

The Case of Renee Montoya: The 
Potential for Intersectional Feminist 

Narrative through Transmedia 
Storytelling 

(Megan Fowler, University of Florida) 

“Welcome to ‘White’ Vale”: (Non)Visual 
Rhetoric and The Erasure of Racial 

Minorities in Welcome to Night Vale Fan 
Art 

(Jaquelin Elliott, University of Florida)

1:40 pm - 
1:50 pm

Closing Remarks
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José Alaniz
José Alaniz, associate professor in the 
Department of Slavic Languages and 
Literatures and the Department of Comparative 
Literature (adjunct) at the University of 
Washington, Seattle, has published two books, 
Komiks: Comic Art in Russia (University Press 
of Mississippi, 2010) and Death, Disability and 
the Superhero: The Silver Age and Beyond 
(UPM, 2014). His articles have appeared in the 
International Journal of Comic Art, the Comics 

Journal, Ulbandus, Studies in Russian and Soviet Cinema, the Slavic and East 
European Journal, Comics Forum and Kinokultura, as well as such anthologies as 
The Ages of Superman: Essays on the Man of Steel in Changing Times (McFarland, 
2012), The Cinema of Alexander Sokurov (I.B. Tauris, 2011) and Russian Children’s 
Literature and Culture (Routledge, 2007). Since 2011 he has served as Chair of 
the Executive Committee of the International Comic Arts Forum (ICAF), the leading 
comics studies conference in the US. In 2014 he assumed the directorship of the 
University of Washington’s Disability Studies Program. His research interests include 
Death and Dying, Disability Studies, Film Studies, Eco-criticism and Comics Studies. 
His current projects include Disability in Alternative Comics and a study on the 
representation of history in Czech graphic narrative.

Sheena C. Howard
Dr. Sheena C. Howard is Chair of the Black Caucus (NCA) 
and Assistant Professor of Communication at Rider University. 
Howard is an award-winning author, including a 2014 Eisner 
Award winner for her first book, Black Comics: Politics of 
Race and Representation (2013). She is also the author of 
Black Queer Identity Matrix (2014) and Critical Articulations 
of Race, Gender and Sexual Orientation (2014). Howard has 
appeared on NPR (National Public Radio), 900 am WURD, 
Philadelphia Weekly and CCP-TV as well as other networks and 
documentaries as an expert on popular culture, race, politics 

and sexual identity negotiation. She is also a Huffington Post contributor.

Leela Corman
Leela Corman is an illustrator, cartoonist, and Middle Eastern 
dancer. She studied painting, printmaking, and illustration 
at Massachusetts College of Art. She began her career in 
comics as an undergraduate, self-publishing three issues of 
her minicomic, Flimflam. This caught the eye of many readers 
and small press fans, and she went on to win a Xeric Grant in 
Fall 1999 for the publication of her first graphic novel, “Queen’s 

Day”. She went on to publish her second, “Subway Series”, with Alternative Books, 
and has also published numerous shorter pieces in anthologies in the US, Portugal, 
Spain, and France. Her latest book, Unterzakhn, a graphic novel set in the tenements, 
brothels, and vaudeville houses of the Lower East Side at the turn of the last century, 
was published by Schocken/Pantheon in the spring of 2012, and has been nominated for 
the L.A. Times Book Award, the Eisner Award, and Le Prix Artemisia. in France. Portions 
of Unterzakhn were serialized in 2008 in the Forward, a prominent Yiddish newspaper, 
and other excerpts ran in HEEB Magazine and Lilith magazine. Unterzakhn has been 
translated into French, Spanish, Swedish, and Dutch. Her short comics have run in Tablet 
Magazine, Symbolia, and The OC Weekly. In 2014, her comic “Yahrzeit” won a silver 
medal from the Society Of Illustrators. She has illustrated books on topics that range from 
urban gardening to sex for the very busy to the history of the skirt, and has worked for 
a diverse array of editorial clients ranging from PBS and the New York Times to BUST 
Magazine and more.

About our 
special guests
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Thank you to the conference co-organizers:
Spencer Chalifour

Mel Loucks
Anuja Madan
Katie Shaeffer

Kayley Thomas
Ashley Manchester

We would also like to thank:
Melissa Davis
Jackie Elliott

Megan Fowler
Laurie Gries
Terry Harpold
Kenneth Kidd
Janet Moore

Anastasia Ulanowicz
Kate Valdovinos

We sincerely thank 
our sponsors:

The Rose and David Dortort Foundation 
ImageTexT: Interdisciplinary Comics Studies 

UF Department of English 
The University of Florida Research 

Foundation
Classic Fare Catering
UF SG and CLASSC 

Xerographic Copy Center
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