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Transnational Comics:
Crossing Gutters, Transcending Boundaries

8:30 AM - 

9:00 AM
Registration and Breakfast

9:00 AM - 

9:15 AM
Opening Remarks

9:15 AM - 

10:45 AM

Translation and Bicultural Identity

Moderator: Spencer Chalifour, 
University of Florida

“One-Punch Man’s Deconstruction of 
Superheroes and its American Popularity”

Alex Brunner, University of 

Southern Indiana

“Korean Webtoons with the Gutter of 
Translation Challenges”

Alyssa Kim, Hankuk University of Foreign 

Studies, South Korea

“Exoticization and Adaptation through the 
Diegetic Ichi in Glyn Dillon’s

The Nao of Brown”

Charles Acheson, University of Florida

Friday, April 8th

Smathers Library 100, Keynote in Ustler Atrium



10:45 AM - 

11:00 AM
Break

11:00 AM - 

12:00 PM

Violence, Otherness and Dolls

Moderator: Jaquelin Elliott, 
University of Florida

“Caught in Translation: Ambivalent Spectacles 
of Violence in Phoebe Gloeckner’s ‘La 

Tristeza’”
Sean E. Dotson, University of Chicago

“The Intercontinental Doll”

Ayanni Hanna, Independent Scholar

12:00 PM - 

1:00 PM
Lunch (On Your Own)

1:00 PM - 

2:30 PM

Crossing Boundaries 
on the Comics Page

Moderator: Ashley Manchester, 
University of Florida

“The Textual Gutter: How Gene Luen Yang 
Redefines the Gutter in Boxers & Saints”
David A. Lucas, Youngstown University

“Dual Identity in American Born Chinese”

Timothy Tia, University of Florida

“The Empirical Influence of the American 
Southwest on Mid-Century Franco-Belgian 

Cartoonists”
David Allan Duncan, Savannah College

of Art and Design

2:30 PM - 

2:45 PM
Break
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Friday, April 8th continued...

2:45 pM - 

4:15 pM

Representing Islam in the West

Moderator: Emily Brooks,
University of Florida

“Intervention a la Graphic Novels: Habibi and 
Depictions of Islam”

August Samie, University of Chicago

“Not in My Backyard: The (Ms.) Marvel of 
Recycling in the ‘Post-Racial’ Age”

Asmaa Ghonim, University of Florida

“Forced Transitions: Humanizing the Syrian 
Refugee Crisis in Guardian’s ‘Comics from 

the Edge’ Series”

Najwa Al-Tabaa, University of Florida

4:15 pM - 

6:00 pM
Dinner Break (On Your Own)

6:00 pM - 

7:30 pM

Keynote Lecture by John A. Lent 
(Ustler Atrium)

“Transnational Comics Scholarship: Briskly out 
of the Starting Block, but a Lot of Laps to Go”

7:30 pM - 

8:30 pM
Reception



saturday, April 9th

Ustler Atrium

8:30 AM - 

9:00 AM
Registration and Breakfast

9:00 AM - 

11:00 aM

Cross-Cultural Exchange in Manga

Moderator: Madeline Gangnes, 
University of Florida

“Attack on Titan: Translation & Transcendence”
Heather Daniels, Saint Francis University

“Clash of the Titans: The Aesthetics of 
Marvel’s Superheroes and Hajime Isayama’s 

Attack on Titan”

Michael Hale, University of Texas at 
Arlington

“Reflecting on Depictions of Western Culture 
in Manga”

Andrew Smith, University of Central Florida

“The Intersection of Gender, Caste and Class 
in Buddha (Volume Two)”

Claudia Acosta, University of Florida

11:00 aM - 

11:15 aM
Break

11:15 aM - 

12:45 PM

Keynote Lecture by Edward Gauvin

“Nonsense and Neologism: an Onomatopoetics 
of Comics”
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saturday, April 9th continued...

12:45 pM - 

1:45 pM
Lunch Break (Provided)

1:45 pM - 

3:15 pM

Superheroes in an 
International Context

Moderator: Kayley Thomas,
University of Florida

“Transnational Identity and Class in the 
Spider-Verse”

Michael Mendoza, Seminole State College

“The Internationalization of Superheroes in 
American Comic Books: The Silver Age to the 

Bronze Age”

David K. Palmer, University of Nebraska 
at Kearney

“The Vertical Theater of War: Superheroes 
Fight the Second World War and the Early 

Cold War Up and Down the Z-Axis”

Andrew Fogel, Purdue University

3:15 pM - 

3:30 pM
Break



3:30 pM - 

5:00 pM

Neoliberalism, Resistance and Utopia

Moderator: Charles Acheson, 
University of Florida

“Transnational Ideology: American 
Neoliberalism in the Finnish Translations of 

Marvel’s Comics”
Laura Antola, University of Turku, Finland

“Urban Comix: Collaboration, Production and 
Resistance in the Global South”

Dominic Davies, Oxford University

“The Canadian Superhero, Repeating Trudeau, 
and the Possible Futures of the New North”

Mitch Murray, University of Florida

5:00 PM - 

6:30 PM
Dinner (On Your Own)

6:30 PM - 

8:00 PM

Keynote Lecture by 
Derek Parker Royal

“Escaping the Gutter Ghetto; Or, the 
Challenges of Reading Transnationally”

8:00 PM - 

9:00 PM
Reception
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sunday, April 10th

Ustler Atrium

8:30 AM - 

9:00 AM
Registration and Breakfast

9:00 AM - 

10:00 AM

Authorial Position and 
Representation

Moderator: Najwa Al-Tabaa, 
University of Florida

“The Transnational Heritage of Gekiga: 
Adrian Tomine as Editor of Yoshihiro 

Tatsumi and Berliac’s Neo-Gekiga”

Benoit Crucifix, Universite de Liege, Belgium

“Re-Framing Ukrainian History: Igort’s 
Ukrainian Notebooks and the Role of 

Western Journalism in the Representation of 
Contemporary Ukraine”

Anastasia Ulanowicz, University of Florida

10:00 AM - 

10:15 am
Break

´ `

<



10:15 AM - 

11:45 aM

Undergraduate Panel on 
International Comics

(Organized by Jason Tondro, 
College of Coastal Georgia)

Moderator: Jason Tondro, 
College of Coastal Georgia

Tiffany Hamilton, 
College of Coastal Georgia

Ross Tyson, 
College of Coastal Georgia

Christine Westall, 
College of Coastal Georgia

11:45 am Closing Remarks



About our 
Keynote Speakers

John A. Lent
John A. Lent taught at the college/university level for 51 years, beginning 
in 1960, including stints as the organizer of the first journalism courses 
at De La Salle College in Manila; founder and coordinator of Universiti 
Sains Malaysia communications program; Rogers Distinguished Chair at 
University of Western Ontario; visiting professor at Shanghai University, 
Communication University of China, Jilin College of the Arts Animation 
School, and Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia. Prof. Lent pioneered in the 
study of mass communication and popular culture in Asia (since 1964) 
and Caribbean (since 1968), comic art and animation, and development 
communication. He has authored or edited 77 books and monographs 
and hundreds or articles and chapters in books. Additionally, he publishes 
and edits International Journal of Comic Art (which he founded) and 
Asian Cinema (1994-2012), chairs Asian Popular Culture (PCA), Asian 
Cinema Studies Society (1994-2012), Comic Art Working Group 
(IAMCR) since 1984, Asian-Pacific Animation and Comics Association, 
and Asian Research Center for Animation and Comics Art (all of 
which he founded). He also founded the Malaysia/Singapore/Brunei 
Studies Group of Association for Asian Studies in 1976 and its quarterly 
periodical, Berita, which he edited for 26 years. He has served on cartoon 
juries such as the Pulitzer Prize (twice), and others in many countries. 
He is a member of both American and Canadian editorial cartoonists 
association.
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Edward Gauvin
Edward Gauvin has received fellowships and residencies from PEN 
America, the NEA, the Fulbright program, the Lannan Foundation, and 
the French Embassy. His work has won the John Dryden Translation 
prize and the Science Fiction & Fantasy Translation Award, and been 
nominated for the French-American Foundation and Oxford Weidenfeld 
Translation Prizes. Other publications have appeared in The New York 
Times, Harper’s, Tin House, Subtropics, World Literature Today, and Weird 
Fiction Review. The translator of more than 200 graphic novels, he is a 
contributing editor for comics at Words Without Borders.

Derek Parker Royal
Derek Parker Royal is a professor in the School of Arts, Technology, 
and Emerging Communication at the University of Texas at Dallas. His 
areas of research include comics studies, contemporary literature, and 
narrative theory. He is the general editor of the new Bloomsbury Comics 
Studies Series, from Bloomsbury Academic, and he is the founder and 
former executive editor of the journal, Philip Roth Studies. His books 
include Philip Roth: New Perspectives on an American Author (Praeger, 
2005), Philip Roth’s American Pastoral (Atlante, 2011, co-authored with 
Patrick Badonnel and Daniel Royot), Unfinalized Moments: Essays in 
the Development of Contemporary Jewish American Narrative (Purdue 
University Press, 2011), and the upcoming Visualizing Jewish Narrative: 
Essays on Jewish Comics and Graphic Novels (Bloomsbury Academic, 
216). He has guest edited eight different special issues of scholarly 
journals, covering topics such as multi-ethnic comics, superheroes 
and gender, politics and comics, Woody Allen’s post-1990 films, and 
contemporary Jewish narrative. His essays on comics, film, and American 
literature have appeared in a variety of edited book collections and 
scholarly journals, including College Literature, Modern Fiction Studies, 
Contemporary Literature, ImageTexT, Journal of Graphic Novels and 
Comics, International Journal of Comic Art, Post Script, MELUS, Critique, 
Poe Studies, The Mark Twain Annual, Texas Studies in Literature and 
Language, Midwest Quarterly, Modern Jewish Studies/Yiddish, Shofar, 
and Studies in American Jewish Literature. He is currently working on 
two book projects for the University Press of Mississippi, including The 
Hernandez Brothers: Conversations (part of its Conversation with Comics 
Artists Series) and Coloring America, a collection of essays on post-1980s 
American multi-ethnic comics.



we sincerely ThanK The 
conference sponsors:

The Rose and David Dortort Foundation

The English Department at the 
University of Florida

Center for European Studies

Center for the Humanities 
and the Public Sphere

ImageTexT: Interdisciplinary Comics Studies

CLASSC

UF Student Government

The Sequential Artists Workshop

Xerographic Copy Center

Classic Fare Catering

Xerographic Copy Center

Classic Fare Catering
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Don Ault
Leela Corman
Melissa Davis

Sid Dobrin
Terry Harpold

Anastasia Ulanowicz
Janet Moore (In Memoriam)

Charles Acheson 
Najwa Al-Tabaa
Emily Brooks

Spencer Chalifour
Jaquelin Elliott
Megan Fowler

Madeline Gangnes 
Ashley Manchester 

Anuja Madan
Kayley Thomas
Victoria Villanti

We would also like

to thank:

Thank you to the Graduate 
Comics Organization:
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